While intensively surveying the district for medicinal plants used in the system of Homoeopathy between 1983 -89, the authors came across a number of plants used in various systems of medicines, of ethno botanical importance and which were also interesting in other aspects. When these were authenticated at the regional herbarium at Botanical Survey of India (Southern Circle) at Coimbatore (M. H.) a number of new entrants to the Nilgiris District were found. Hence Part I comprises of 36 species belonging to 25 families of common wild plants which form the bulk of the undergrowth of shoal forests, weeds of fallow fields, roadsides and similar ephemeral annuals or biannuals that could possibly have been missed during previous collections.
The Nilgiris District (11 o 12' to 11 o 43' N and 76 o 14' to 77 o 1' E) is one of the most botanically investigated areas of the Southern States since pre-independent times ca. 150 years before, to the end of the present decade. It is to the richeness and diversity of the vegetatation of the area and its tropical climate, despite over exploitation, that we owe a number of collections that were made and subsequently discovered. Yet many remain unreported since the publication of recent floral checklists (Sharma et al, 1977a) and other similar publications (Sharma et al. 1997 b) .
While intensively surveying the district for medicinal plants used in the system of Homoeopathy between 1983 -89, the authors came across a number of plants used in various systems of medicines, of ethno botanical importance and which were also interesting in other aspects. When these were authenticated at the regional herbarium at Botanical Survey of India (Southern Circle) at Coimbatore (M. H.) a number of new entrants to the Nilgiris District were found. Hence Part I comprises of 36 species belonging to 25 families of common wild plants which form the bulk of the undergrowth of shoal forests, weeds of fallow fields, roadsides and similar ephemeral annuals or biannuals that could possibly have been missed during previous collections.
In addition, a number of exotics and introduced plants form the bulk of ornamentals of gardens and natural parks of this area and which have been neglected, but reported elsewhere (Krishnamurthy 1953; Mathew 1969) . As a number of exotics are used in the preparation of medicines and form the basic raw drug source in various alternative systems of medicines like Homoeopathy, Unani and a few others, the need for proper identifications and preservation in the form of herbarium sheets for immediate reference in situ and ex situ conservation of them was acutely felt. In a few cases some of these aliens are reported and being recorded for the first time in this region. Part I of the present paper deals with 69 species belonging to 34 families of such Dawre (6.8.1985) . Flowering.
Pages 78 -93 SMPCU No. 1039, Dawre (14.11.1985 A small tree, with narrowly winged petioles and smooth, nearly round sour fruits. Cultivated. The SOUR LIME or COUNTRY LIME.
Locality : Manjoor SMPCU No. 1066, Dawre (20.1.1986 Dawre (4.3.1986 ). Fruiting. Blanco, Fl. Filip. 610. 1837; Anon., Wealth of India 2 : 193. 1950; Matthew, Fl. Tamil Nadu Carnatic 3 : 203. 1983 . C. chrysocarpa Lush. In Indian Forester 36 : 343. 1910 .
Citrus reticulate
A tree with almost wingless petioles and globose, greenish -yellow fruits. Cultivated in many places. The MANDARIN ORANGE, KAMALA ORGANGE.
